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thing you want to hear when you’re giving 
Willie Nelson a blowjob? I’m not Willie 
Nelson.” Get it?
NEW TIMES I did. And that was not an 
obligation laugh, I swear.
SEDARIS (laughing) I doubled over at 
the table. I loved that. And, “What’s the 
horny pirate’s worst nightmare? A sunken 
chest and no booty.” I thought that was 
nice, too.
NEW TIMES I like the other one better, 
but that is a good one, too.
SEDARIS I like the other one better, 
too. So I’ve been writing them down. The 
good ones. But then sometimes you say to 
people, “Oh, do you have any good jokes?” 
And then the joke’s really long. (sighs)
NEW TIMES I’ve been guilty of that 
before.
SEDARIS Well, sometimes I like a really 
long joke. It’s just that what happens 
sometimes is someone will come up, and 
they’ll start to talk, and then I hand them 
the book back, and then they say, “Oh, I 
have a joke,” and it’s like, I wish you told 
me that joke while I was drawing that 
turtle in your book. You know, but you 
don’t want to say that. You don’t want 
to embarrass anybody. Then sometimes 
their joke is really long. So that can be a 
problem. But I could solve it by just saying, 
“Do you know any short jokes?” When 
someone tells me a joke, I write it down in 
my diary. But then a lot of the time I just 
forget it. And I’ll come back years later 
and look in that diary, and I’ll find the joke 
again and I’ll revive it for a few weeks, and 
then it goes back into its tomb. 

NEW TIMES Do you have any idea what 
you’re going to be reading when you’re in 
SLO?
SEDARIS Well, I will read one thing 
from my new book and then play three 
minutes from the audio book of my new 
book of Elaine Stritch reading something. 
And, it depends. I saw my dad and my 
sister Gretchen yesterday in Raleigh, and 
I gave them each a copy of a new story 
that I’d written and I want their go-
ahead. They’re both in the story, so I gave 
them the story and asked if there was 
anything they wanted me to change or 
get rid of. So I’ll wait till I’ve heard from 
them. I may need to re-write the story. 
If there’s anything they have a problem 
with, I’ll try to eliminate it. 
NEW TIMES So you might be debuting 
those stories if they’re OK with it?
SEDARIS Yeah. And there were some 
other new stories I’ve brought out, too. 
One works really well, so I have no 
problem with that. And another one, I just 
have a problem with the ending. And the 
other one is about too many things. And 
the hard thing is finding time on tour to 
work, so this morning a car came to take 
me to the airport at 9:30, so I got up at 
7:30. But I spent all that time writing in 
my diary because I had so much to say. 
And then writing a letter to Hugh.
NEW TIMES Writing a letter, as in a 
written letter? You correspond via written 
mail?
SEDARIS I think the last time I went on 
tour I went to 35 cities, and Hugh and I did 
not talk on the phone once while I was gone. 
And that’s fine by me. And I think it was fine 
with him, too. So we write to each other. 

NEW TIMES It’s sort of funny that 
writing a letter just sounds terribly 
romantic and old-fashioned.
SEDARIS (laughs) It does, but then 
when you look at the letter itself, it’s like, 
“We have to do something about the tax 
situation,” you know? It’s not romantic at all. 
NEW TIMES No, but it just conjures 
wartime romance, and all this could 
just be the product of an overactive 
imagination.
SEDARIS But sometimes my friend 
Ronnie, I worried that when she got 
e-mail that she would stop writing me 
letters because her letters are so nice, 
and I always like to have everything just 
so when I sit down to read them. I don’t 
want to read them, like, standing up at 
the counter, you know? I settle down to 
read her letters, and they’re so good. And 
I worried that when she got e-mail that 
she would stop, but she hasn’t stopped. So 
there’s some people that I write letters to. 
I write letters to my dad. A lot of people 
who are older, they’re good to write letters 
to because they never, they don’t know 
anything else, really.
NEW TIMES Yeah, when I was in 
college, I would write letters to my 
grandmother. She appreciated it.
SEDARIS Well, that’s nice. I was 
lecturing the audience the other night—
not lecturing them, but I was at a college 
and I said, “Never underestimate the 
value of a thank-you letter.” Because, 
especially when somebody gives me 
something good, I write them several 
thank-you letters. I’ll even write them a 
thank-you letter a year later saying, “I 
was just looking at that thing you gave 

me and thinking how nice it is.” So you 
keep getting good stuff. 
NEW TIMES It sounds like you don’t 
have a problem with technology, just that 
maybe people are diving into it at the 
expense of something more thoughtful.
SEDARIS Well, I have a computer now. 
I don’t have a telephone. The second you 
get those things, you forgive all the people 
who have it. I don’t have a telephone, but 
I have an iPod touch. The problem with 
an iPod touch is that you have to touch 
it all the time ’cause it turns off and you 
have to slide your finger across the screen 
to reactivate it. You don’t want to turn 
into one of those people who stop in the 
middle of the sidewalk. But the second 
you become one of those people, then all 
of your hatred of those people is kind of 
forgotten because you just became one of 
them. Does that make sense?
NEW TIMES Yeah. That happens with 
a lot of things. You’re annoyed with a 
certain type of person until you realize, 
“Oh, this is terribly convenient.”
SEDARIS Right. Like, I hated people 
with rolling suitcases. I hated them. I had 
a regular suitcase until about six years 
ago. And then they would say, “You have 
to run to the next terminal to catch your 
next plane,” and I would be traveling with 
enough stuff for a 30-day trip, and the 
suitcase is banging against my legs, and 
I would have light-colored pants on, and 
they would be filthy because the suitcase 
would be rubbing against them. But I just 
hated people with rolling suitcases. And 
then I got one. And then once I became 
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