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one of those, I sort of hated people who 
didn’t. (laughs)
NEW TIMES Does traveling lose a little 
bit of its allure when you spend so much of 
your life in hotels anyway?
SEDARIS Sometimes I don’t like to 
research; [I] like try to control things too 
much. You can go online, you can look 
at a hotel and say, “No, that’s not what I 
want.” But there’s something to be said for 
walking into a hotel and being completely 
surprised by what you see. You didn’t look 
at pictures of it online. You just walked 
in and it just happened. Or to say, “I 
want to stay in room 721 because I stayed 
there last time, and I love room 721.” Well 
maybe room 634 is even better. I always 
worry when I try to control things that 
I’m just changing them for the worst. 
NEW TIMES That you’re missing out 
on something potentially even more 
spectacular?
SEDARIS Yeah. That fate had 
something better for me, but I said to fate, 
“I don’t trust you.” (laughs)
NEW TIMES I understand that fear. 
Something completely unrelated: I just 
realized that you’re on the list Stuff White 
People Like. 
SEDARIS Oh, yeah. That book came 
out a couple of years ago. I don’t think it 
meant anything bad about me. I think 
he actually put his finger exactly on a 
certain kind of person. The only thing 
that he got wrong is I think he said that 
people come and hear me read things that 
they’ve read 1,000 times, but the thing 
is, I try to read brand new stuff. I read 
stuff that people haven’t heard before. He 
didn’t mean to insult me; he was insulting 
people who like me. 
NEW TIMES I certainly didn’t read it as 
an insult. 
SEDARIS I mean, it’s the Sunday New 
York Times and bikes. But actually, I 
don’t think it’s about white people. I think 
it’s about a class of white people. Not all 
white people like those things. 
NEW TIMES It’s kind of like a 
pretentious hipster thing. 
SEDARIS When I was reading last 
night, a lot of the people that I met, they 
don’t fit with that. They weren’t hipster-y. 
They didn’t ride custom bikes. That’s sort 
of what I like. Sometimes you’re doing 
a reading and somebody comes along. I 
was in West Virginia the other day, and 
this guy came, and he drives a truck for 
Keebler, and he came with his daughter 
who was 22 years old. I just thought, “Boy, 
I must be doing something right.”
NEW TIMES Take time out from being a 
teenager and read.
SEDARIS Yeah. Go to the theater with 
their parents. And sometimes parents say, 
“You’re the only thing we can agree on.” 
And that makes me feel good.
NEW TIMES That’s a pretty amazing 
statement.
SEDARIS Well, that’s when I say, “You 
don’t agree on pot smoking?” Or, “You 
don’t agree on anal sex?” You know, 
I have to blow it. ’Cause it makes me 
uncomfortable.
NEW TIMES Compliments make you 
uncomfortable?
SEDARIS When someone comes up to 
you at a book signing, if you leave them 
to their own devices, they’re going to say, 
“Oh, I love this.” They’re being nice, but it 
just makes me uncomfortable, so I try to 
cut them off and then ask them a question 
so we can have a little conversation about 
something.
NEW TIMES Distract them. That must 

be a big dilemma for you, because I’m 
guessing you receive a lot of compliments 
from a lot of different people.
SEDARIS There are a couple of 
situations where you’re, like, sitting at 
a table and they’re praising you, and 
you’re thinking, “Please say something 
about someone else here.” But usually I 
can make that happen. I just interrupt 
somebody and say, “Do you know any 
jokes?” Or, “Have you ever eaten at the 
Old Spaghetti Factory?” Or, “What was 
the last wedding you went to? Did you 
have a DJ at your wedding?” So you can 
get them to talk about something else. 
NEW TIMES Are there any compliments 
that are so good they’re worth the 
uncomfortable moment for you?
SEDARIS I think the very fact that 
people show up is a compliment. I don’t 
really need more than that. I saw my 
sister Gretchen last night. And she said, 
“God, I love your jacket.” And I thought, 
“Finally, finally someone noticed my 
jacket.” And I wear it every night when 
I’m signing books. 
NEW TIMES What does it look like?
SEDARIS That’s the thing. I got it at 
this Japanese store. So it was really 
expensive. It was kind of crazy expensive. 
But it looks like I got it at a thrift store. 
It’s corduroy, but it’s just kind of a little 
bit big for me, and I have to roll the 
sleeves up. And it’s kind of an oyster color. 
And it’s just really nicely made, but it just 
looks kind of like a hobo jacket. 
NEW TIMES Sounds a little like 
something a literary professor would 
wear.
SEDARIS No, it’s not professor-y, either. 
The Japanese are really good at taking 
these American things and then making 
them their own, and they do very subtle 
things to it. I thought when I got this 
jacket, because I got it especially for this 
tour, I thought, “All people are going to 
want to talk about all night is my jacket: 
Where did I get it and how much did it 
cost?” No one. And then if you really want 
to get depressed, you say to someone, 
“How much do you think my jacket 
costs?” ’Cause they’ll say $40. They’ll say, 
“You got it at a GAP, right?”
NEW TIMES You travel a great deal, 
and in my limited experience, smaller 
airports tend to be stricter.
SEDARIS Yeah. They’re drunk with 
power. Yesterday, we had a flight 
attendant who got on and said, “All of 
you who did not respond when I said good 
morning when you boarded the plane, I’m 
just going to pretend that you are asleep.” 
I was like, I’m sorry, but are you scolding 
us for not making polite small talk when 
we got on the plane? Like your feelings 
are hurt? I did say hello when I got on, 
because she said it to me and I said it 
back, but …
NEW TIMES People aren’t always 
paying the closest attention, either, at 
that particular moment. They’re trying 
to find their seat. They’re trying to make 
sure they’ve got their stuff. 
SEDARIS She scolded us, too, for not 
watching the safety demonstration.
NEW TIMES I didn’t know anyone did.
SEDARIS The weird thing was she 
wanted to be like that, but her grammar 
was all messed up. One of the things she 
said, in terms of taking off, was, “Nothing 
can not be in your lap during take-off.”
NEW TIMES But you didn’t point that 
out to her, right?
SEDARIS Right, I live and let live. 
NEW TIMES Not to mention: Taunting 
an air stewardess is just bad, bad news.

SEDARIS (laughs) Nothing can not be in 
your lap. 
NEW TIMES So your family is probably 
pretty used to this, but it sounds a little 
terrifying, actually, being written about. 
And especially on such a large scale, in 
terms of the audience. 
SEDARIS Right. And that’s the thing 
that none of us ever anticipated. My sister 
will go to a dinner party, and someone 
will say, “Oh, I know all about you. I’ve 
read about you.” And it’s like, what do 
you know? You know that I have a turtle. 
That’s what you know about me. I would 
hardly call that everything. I signed 
up for it. It doesn’t bother me. But for 
them, I could understand how that would 
get really, really tiresome really, really 
quickly. 
NEW TIMES It really doesn’t bother you, 
personally, strangers feeling like they 
know you?
SEDARIS No. People know that I had 
a boil on my ass. People know that I 
dropped out of college. People know that 
I smoked a lot of pot, but they don’t know 
anything about my sex life. They don’t 
know who I hate. The important stuff, 
they don’t know. 
NEW TIMES So do you have a list of 
“I’m not going to write about this, this, or 
this. It’s not happening.”
SEDARIS Well, the sex thing is just not 
my topic. Plus, if I wrote about it, it would 
just be fictional. But I’m not going to get 
up in front of an audience and talk about 
it. I’m too prudish for that. Plus, I don’t 
want anyone I ever had sex with to hear 
it. I wouldn’t want anyone to get on stage 
and say, “I had sex with David Sedaris. 
This is what he looks like naked, and this 
is what we did.”
NEW TIMES Do people tend to perform 
for you when they meet you or when  
they talk to you, in the hopes of getting 
into a story?
SEDARIS Maybe. But the best stories, 
or the best anecdotes, I don’t think people 
had planned on in any way. I read this 
story about this rabbit and a unicorn, 
and I was signing books, and this woman 
came up and she said, “This was so crazy, 
because today I went to my gynecologist 
and he told me that my uterus is shaped 
like a unicorn.” That’s fantastic to me. 
And I don’t think she was auditioning. 
I think she was just being herself. I 
just love that she put these two things 
together.
NEW TIMES That’s the amazing  
thing about being a writer, right? To you, 
that’s gold.
SEDARIS I thought so. It’s happened 
before that you feel like people are giving 
you a story, but usually it’s not a story 
you want to write about. There was 
something I was reading in my diary, and 
it was something a woman had told me 
about a cousin’s arms getting chewed off 
by a pig. And she didn’t know that I was 
a writer, and we were just having this 
conversation. And somehow the topic got 
to horses and horseback riding, and she’d 
learned horseback riding at her uncle’s 
farm, and her uncle had a son who had 
both arms chewed off by pigs right off 
to the nub. That was kind of fantastic, 
because she wasn’t auditioning in any 
way. We were just having a conversation. 
I was lucky to have a conversation with a 
really fascinating person. That’s the way 
I look at it. ∆ 
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